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MEDIA ETHICS

Exercising Ethics and News Judgment
Ask students to locate and bring into class three recent newspaper articles with 
photographs. They are to exercise their news judgment and fi nd stories they are 
interested in reading.

      

Anonymous Sources in Our Daily News
Have students look through a newspaper and fi nd at least two examples of stories that 
use anonymous or unnamed sources. These are people who give reporters information 
but don’t want their names published. The source might be identifi ed in stories as a 
person familiar with the investigation, a senior White House offi cial or a neighbor who 
didn’t want to be identifi ed.

   

?? Questions that they should consider include:
1. Is this a story that the public needs to know? Why or why not?
2. Does the information in the story affect a lot of people or only a few?
3. Is this a story about an event that already happened or a future event?
4. Is the photograph needed to tell the story?
5. Does the story contain more rumors than facts?
6. Does the story or photograph invade someone’s privacy?
7. Is the story or photograph sensational or does it blow something out of     
    proportion?

?? Questions that you may ask students include:
1. What are the articles about? Are these controversial topics? Why or why not?
2. Why do you think the person wanted to remain anonymous? Was he/she  
    embarrassed or trying to embarrass someone? Not supposed to be talking  
    with the media? Fearful of losing his/her job or of retribution?
3. Are there any named sources?
4. Why would a reporter use an anonymous source?
5. Does the fact that the person doesn’t want to be identifi ed affect the   
    reliability of the information? Do you believe the story more or less?


