
Media and Ethics - May 2014

Note : Individual answers may be in either English or French.

Section A (30 marks)
Choose only three (3) questions. Each question carries 10 marks. 

Students are advised to write around 200 words per question.

1. Define 'ethics' and 'laws' and explain how their application differs. (10 marks)

2. List and explain two possible tools which can be used in ensuring that the practice of 
journalism complies with ethics. (10 marks)

3. In his preliminary report, Geoffrey Robertson writes « Scandalising the Court : The crime of 
scandalisation should be reconsidered in so far as it may be constituted by publishing 
criticism of judges, subject to the impending decision of  the Privy Council on whether, or in 
what form, the crime still exists. » Briefly explain the recent decision of the Privy Council in 
the Dhooharika case and how this may shape Robertson's final recommendations. (10 
marks).

4. Using appropriate examples to support your answer, write short notes (around 50 words) on 
the following : (10 marks)

a) accuracy
b) fairness
c) privacy
d) confidential sources
e) conflicts of interest

Section B (40 marks)
Choose only two (2) questions. Each question carries 20 marks.  

Answers for each question should be around 500 words long.

5. In today’s competitive media world, reporters frequently do not have the time, inclination or 
resources to properly verify information before submitting a story for publication. Using 
appropriate examples, explain how this can lead to unethical treatment of news. (20 marks)

6. « All in all, the reliance on official sources gives the news a very conventional and 
mainstream feel, and does not necessarily lead to a rigorous examination of the major 
issues » (McChesney, 2003) Comment with appropriate examples. (20 marks)

7. « False balance is the journalistic practice of giving equal weight to both sides of a story, 
regardless of an established truth on one side. » (Sullivan/NYT, Sept 2012) Discuss this in 
relation to claims that journalism should be objective and neutral. (20 marks)


