
ALTERNATIVE SEXUALITIES



LGBT on TV
Slow emergence of gays in mainstream media (David Wyatt, 
http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~wyatt/tv-characters.html)

1961-1970 (1 character documented), 1971-1980 (58 characters documented), 
1981-1990 (89 characters documented), 1991-2000 (338 characters documented), 
2001-present (652 characters documented to date).

Until 1980’s, gay characters often seen as marginal characters or 
comic-relief, rarely shown having intimate relationships, often 
asexual context (Dynasty)

From 1990’s: more visibility (EastEnders, Queer as Folk, Spin 
City, Melrose Place)

Bisexuality and Transgender often viewed as distressing
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LGBT in film
Few leading LGBT characters in mainstream films (Priscilla, 
Queen of the Desert, La Cage aux Folles)

Tend to be thought of as ‘gay-themed’ or ‘alternative’ films

Non-heterosexual characters mostly in supporting roles (family 
best friend, wise and sensitive, helps guide main characters)

Oscar-winning Philadelphia (1993): Hanks does not display 
‘gayness’ - patronising, bland and overly polite

Brokeback Mountain (2005): tragic romance but courageous 
representation of gay relations







LGBT portrayal
Recurring stereotypes: gay men portrayed as feminine, 
flamboyant, and promiscuous

A substantial portion of the sexual content related to gays, 
lesbian, and bisexuals occurs in various forms of comedies, which 
are likely to present such material in a humorous manner and 
may include stereotypical and negative portrayals (Fisher et al., 
2007)

Gross (1984) found that television viewing was related to 
stronger negative attitudes towards gays and lesbians, regardless 
of viewers' political beliefs
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The analysis of characters for the 2011-2012 television schedule found that 
2.9% of series regulars are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT), 
down from 3.9% in 2010 and 3% in 2009.  However, this is still a better 
figure than 2.6% in 2008 and 1.1% in 2007.  LGBT characters on scripted 
cable television are also in decline with seven fewer regular characters than 
last year's count, making the total 28 for 2011-12. 

“While the number of LGBT characters is down, some of the most popular 
shows with critics and viewers such as Glee, True Blood and The Good Wife 
weave storylines about gay and lesbian characters into the fabric of the 
show,” said GLAAD Acting President Mike Thompson. 

“Whether it’s the growing household of  Mitchell and Cameron on Modern 
Family or the recent wedding of Callie and Arizona on Grey’s Anatomy, 
Americans expect to see the diversity of our country represented in their 
favorite programs and that includes gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
people.”

(GLAAD)




